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Preface
The present issue of the Swiss American Historical Society Review
contains many items of great interest to our readers. We present first the
republication with commentary of excerpts of the letters of the nineteenth
century Swiss immigrant Johann Caspar Lohbauer, the great-great uncle of
the authoress Elizabeth Siber. This gentleman was well known for his
healthy, practical mind as well as for his warm heart, and his enthusiastic
descriptions of everything American are truly a joy to read. Mr. Lohbauer
was killed during the Civil War in the massacre by the rebel leader Quantrill
on October 6, 1863 near Baxter Springs, Kansas, where he is buried in the
second oldest military cemetery of the United States.
Secondly we present a review of a book dealing with the life of a leader
of Anabaptists in the area around Zurich, Switzerland, Hans Landis, who
was executed in 1614. The author of this book review, Dr. Morris Sider, is
Professor Emeritus of History and English Literature at Messiah College in
Pennsylvania. He is the editor of the journal Brethren in Christ History and
Life and is the author or editor of25 books, mainly in church history. Upon
his retirement in 2000, the Institute for Anabaptist, Pietist, and Wesleyan
Studies at Messiah College was named in his honor, thus the Sider Institute.
The February issue as always includes the agenda of the Society's
annual national meeting, this year in New York City. The Editorial Board
of the Review would like to take this opportunity to say a special word of
thanks to Ambassador Raymond Loretan and his wife, of the Swiss
Consulate General in New York, who offered us such gracious hospitality
at the reception following the meeting at their beautiful residence in
midtown Manhattan.
We conclude the issue with a tribute to Dr. Lukas F. Burckhardt who
passed away on March 3, 2003. Dr. Burckhardt's passing is much deplored
by the Swiss American Historical Society, for in 1963 he was the main
promoter of the Society's reactivation. In addition, he served as the
Society's Secretary and Newsletter Editor from 1964 to 1970.
Finally, we would like to wish all our readers around the globe a very
happy and profitable New Year 2004.
Dwight Page, Editor, SAHS Review
Madisonville, Tennessee, January, 2004
3
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Experience and Enlightenment:
Character Portrait in Letters of Johann Caspar Lohbauer

by Elizabeth M. Siber

These letters of a great-great uncle of mine titled, Experience and
Enlightenment: Character Portrait in Letters of Johann Caspar Lohbauer,
killed in the US Civil War 1863, Published Zurich 1864, were published in
book format by his family in Switzerland and were introduced with the
following words:
"If we print these letters, at first to a restricted public, it is
because of the distinct wish of many dear friends who had seen part
of these letters, or had heard of its contents, and who by their
knowledge were affected and dearly wished to know it all- a wish,
which with the publication of these letters could be best achieved.
We also believe that these letters contain lots of interesting and new
information, not only for those who were intimately related to the
writer, by family or other, but also for those who, for whatever
reason, look to the United States and wish to hear some
unadulterated news. This is the only reason for the publication
thereof: they are not the letters of a scholar, nor of a geographical
or statistical academic, or least of all of an immigration agent, but
the narrations of a healthy, practical mind and of a warm heart,
reports that were never intended for the public, only for his parents
and his family. Coming from this angle the letters should be read
and understood. We believe that the reader will be filled with
respect and love for the writer. He redeemed himself in a foreign
land. May he be remembered with honor and the publication well
received." (Dated December 1863)

Original copies of the book are at the Central Library in Bern and at the
New York Public Library. I also found at the archives in Zurich an article
about Johann Caspar Lohbauer' s letters. This article, published March 1973
in the magazine TURICUM, Vierteljahrschriftfar Kultur, Wissenschaft und
4
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Wirtschaft, was written by Albert Himmerich, Berlin. He not only describes
the contents of the letters, but also muses over the reason my great-great
uncle left Switzerland. Was it his failure as a printer? Or was it an incident
that might have happened when he became a teacher somewhere outside of
Zurich. I wonder how many copies were originally printed?
So what was his life like in the United States? His enthusiastic
descriptions of everything American are a joy to read and to research. I have
so far visited Bowen's Prairie, Iowa, from where he sent his first letters, and
just recently returned from a trip through Missouri and Arkansas. I visited
his grave in Baxter Springs, Kansas, where he is buried in the second oldest
military cemetery of the United States. His name is listed on the Soldier's
Memorial dedicated to those killed in the massacre by the rebel leader
Quantrill on October 6, 1863.

The Soldier's Memorial, Baxter Springs John C. Lowbower's Name on the Plaque on
' the Soldier's Memorial.
Kansas.

Johann Caspar Lohbauer's letters written between March 1856 and
December 1862 narrate in detail, sometimes with great humor, his life as a
farmer in Iowa and later, when he became Clerk to General Curtis, they
describe a part of the Civil War that is less known. He admired much in the
United States, was puzzled by some social movements, participated very
actively politically, which makes for fascinating reading. Again and again
he justifies his actions in his letters. One can feel his obligation to come up
to the intellectual standards of his father, who owned a printing business and
a stationery store at the Limmatquai in Zurich.
The letters are preceded with a poignant and historically informative
self-biography written before his departure September 22, 1853. Broken
down into different chapters he describes his first years in Zurich. He was
born January 29, 1829. At the age of four he lost his mother. In this chapter
marked "Childhood" he talks about school, which he loved, the books he
read, the remarriage of his father to the sister of his mother, all in all a very
Published by BYU ScholarsArchive, 2004
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happy childhood. In the next chapter "Boyhood" he goes to trade school,
although he would have enjoyed going to college. Already at that age he
enjoyed a good political discussion, which later in his life he continued with
passion. These were the years before the Constitution of 1848 was drafted,
and the memories of the Sonderbund, a Swiss civil war, still raw. At the age
of a "young man" he starts the apprenticeship as a printer in one of the best
houses in Geneva. As the eldest, he really wants to follow in the footsteps
of his father, but the apprenticeship was not a success, and he abandoned it
prematurely. So what now?: He enrolled in the teacher's seminar in
Kusnacht, Canton of Zurich, and was one of their first students there. He
thoroughly enjoyed the challenge. Only the death of his stepmother dealt
another blow to Hans, as he was then known. In 1852 his father remarried
for a third time. The third wife is the mother of my great-great grandmother.
In his last short chapter titled "School Candidate" he just briefly talks about
the three positions he held as replacement teacher. He later never
abandoned his respect for teaching, and observes how important schooling
is, and how one can abuse it by being too liberal as a teacher.
He ends his biography with a vow to make up in the new foreign land
what he failed to do right in Switzerland. Why he left Switzerland remains
to this day a mystery. After all these years it remains a mystery. When I
started to seriously research his letters, I was not sure how much he would
have approved my digging into his past.
Encouraged to republish the letters by Michael P. Musick, Subject Area
Expert U.S. Civil War, at the National Archives, I started to look into
places, stories and books of that time, to cross-reference what Johann
Caspar Lohbauer, now John C. Lowbower, wrote in his letters. Although I
have received a grant, my research progresses very slowly as I do it all in
my spare time, but also due to its scope that could be endless. So much
happened during the years 1853 to 1863.
So what was Johann Lohbauer's life like in the United States? His
enthusiastic descriptions of everything American led me to research
farming, and farming machines, temperance movements, the beginnings of
the suffragette movement, homesteading, banking, and the many aspects of
the elections of 1856 and 1860.
It took a long time for John Lowbower to write a letter to his father. His
first is written from Bowen's Prairie, Jones County, State of Iowa, dated
June 26, 1856. In it his tribulations as an immigrant are vividly described.
He traveled on the traditional route to Madison, Wisconsin, then Galena,
Illinois and finally to Dubuque, Iowa . He worked as a sausage maker, a
bartender, a sign maker and as a miner in the mines of Queen Isabella of
https://scholarsarchive.byu.edu/sahs_review/vol40/iss1/7
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Spain , anything to keep above water , always admiring the American way
of working.
In one letter he says that the German works with his brain, the
American on the other hand is far more practical in his application to work:
"The thinking mind of the German is replaced by the practical mind of the
American." He mentions that school education is poor, but more than made
up by the practical application to every job performed. He marvels how new
metropolises were erected in just two decades , such as Chicago or
Milwaukee. He admitted he had to learn the American way before he could
command a better salary. He strongly recommends that his brother, who
followed in his footsteps as a printer, come to the US to learn the business:
" If only he could look into an American print shop." He tells his father he
could learn more in six months over here than during the three years of a
regular apprenticeship in Switzerland: "The tools are much , much better ,
and the American way of working is totally different."
He continued to look for a place that suited him. Leaving Dubuque,
Iowa, he wandered southwest along the old military road, over prairies, to
end up in Bowen ' s Prairie on a stately farm of a Swiss J. from Wattenwyl,
Switzerland (abbreviated in his letter), which most probably stood for
Jaussi , which later most likely became Y oussee. Descendents of the
Y oussees ' still live today in Monticello , formerly Bowen ' s Prairie .
In an article in The Dubuque Daily Times of April 15, 1859 Bowen's
Prairie was described in the following way : "The prairie spreads over about
a township and a half of territory . It's soil is black loam varying from two
to four feet in depth , and is excellent for com , wheat and oats. More than
fifty springs are found on this prairie. The prairie is almost completely
surrounded by timber . It was settled not by speculators, but by persons
whose motto was "Live and Let Live."
Two years ago I visited the archaeological site of Bowen's Prairie. In
Iowa , whenever a highway is built, suspected dwellings of early immigrants
and also of American Indians have to be excavated and documented before
they are completely covered over. In the archeologist's report the Y oussee
farm is mentioned . Iowa , previously occupied by Meskwaki and Sac
American Indians , was opened for settlement after the Black Hawk War in
1832. Many Germans settled there , where the climate was moderate , ideal
for farming.
John Lowbower , as he is known now , loved that very idyllic spot, and
he loved farming , much to the dismay of his father. He didn't consider
himself anymore a failed bookbinder, nor a failed teacher , but a proud
farmer that worked the land. "America is a great equalizer ," he says . He
Published by BYU ScholarsArchive, 2004
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describes in great detail modem farm machinery that relieved US farmers
of hard labor and drastically cut down the need for farm hands. "Yankee
ingenuity" revolutionized farming. Horse-tread power and oxen sweeps ran
the threshers, com-shellers and the com and cob grinders, often combined
into one single machine. Steam plows replaced oxen plows, as the prairies
were made into cultured land. He writes: "I have to tell you we have a
machine that cuts 150 acres of wheat, rakes and bundles it, all we have to
do is tie it, all in one swoop."

Archeological Team excavating Bowen's Prairie, Iowa.

On a farm close by they experimented with steam. "A small steam
engine can move 16 ploughs, you have to understand very small and very
special ploughs," he explains. "This machine with the name of many-reaper
had received first prize at the exhibition in Paris," he says proudly. Farms
in Iowa also experimented with new crops, some successful and others
complete failures like rice or Chinese sugar. He was full of awe and
reported enthusiastically: "You might get a laugh at the ci-devant teacher
to lead oxen or to see me plough the field. Life is good, healthy and I can
save a nice bit of money." He dreams of eventually putting down for a
claim of 160 acres and to build a house: "Not that I always want to stay a
farmer, but farming or buying and selling land is the best and safest one can
do in America." One wonders what his very urban family in Zurich thought
about such enthusiasm . This was at a time when citizens of Zurich very
much looked down on country folks. Not that far back the people of
Zurich's countryside had not even had civil rights. John Low bower justifies
his new life and says farming is an excellent career. And to emphasize that
farming is a reputable profession he mentions that in America, if he goes
anywhere, he is addressed as Mister Lowbower. And jokingly he says:
"Jede Mischter ish an Mister, aber nud jede Mister ish an Mischter." Or
https://scholarsarchive.byu.edu/sahs_review/vol40/iss1/7

10

et al.: Full Issue

2004]

Experience and Enlightenment

9

translated from Swiss German: "Every Mister (dung hauler) is a Mister, but
not every Mister is a Mister (dung hauler)". He mentions that particularly
during economic down turns the value of farms stayed steady, whereas
many immigrants in urban areas had a hard time finding employment and
were unable to support themselves or their families.
The farm of J. must have been a particularly handsome settlement. He
writes to his sister: "You might be interested what it looks like in my
neighborhood. I will try to give you a small picture. I live in a beautiful
grassy valley, to the South demarcated with rich cornfields, to the North
with woods. A creek with lots of water flows through our land. In summer
we swim in it. On the sunny side a stately red brick frame and shingle house
speaks of the wealth of the owner. An orchard with 200 apple, cherry and
pear trees, all planted in rows, makes many of our neighbors envious. Close
to the house is a vegetable garden." "Flower gardens lack devotees and are
considered unnecessary!" he laments.
"Down at the creek is a well house, next to it a cheese making place. It
has on the second floor a neat flat, jokingly called L's honeymoon place.
Adjacent to it is a small blockhouse with a stone chimney-your brother's
place with a bedroom and a study." "It is a pretty drafty place in winter." In
one letter he tells his sister how good they have it in Zurich in their warm,
quite luxurious home at the Limmatquai.
"You might wonder," he says, "what kind of huts are these with big
overlapping roofs." "Those are storage facilities for com and stables for the
horses and mules." "Throughout the year cows, oxen and calves never stay
in stables as they do in Switzerland, they walk outside even in the coldest
winter."
"Are you a fan of fowl?" he asks. "Come and have a look at these
beautiful turkeys, cocks, pearl hens, shanghais and Indian hens. They all
live in a new chicken house, big enough for a small family to live in."
"Who are these three men with tom pants and jackets, beggars
perhaps?" No, he tells his brothers, they are the sons of J. "This, my
brothers, is how it is." "To work, the American wears the oldest clothes, but
when he dresses up you see no difference between city and country folks,
both are nobly dressed." "In America everybody is on equal footing," he
tells his family back in Switzerland. "So different from Europe, where the
social standing of a family is all important for the future of the young."
"Help yourself, and God will help you, is the motto of the Americans."
Iowa was a hunter's paradise with wildlife in overabundance. They had
at their doorsteps all sorts of fowl, prairie chicken, hares, deer, bears, owl,
and turtles (turtles are also mentioned in a later letter sent during the Civil
Published by BYU ScholarsArchive, 2004
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War from the Arkansas Ozarks, where the turtle soup, as a rare delicacy,
was much appreciated by the troops and their officers). Wolves too were in
the area. "I never leave home without a rifle," he tells his father. The prairie
chicken he hunted around Bowen's Prairie he would take to Dubuque to sell
for extra pocket money for such extras as decent writing paper or his adored
chewing tobacco.
John Lowbower was an avid reader of newspapers. In many letters he
refers to articles he had read. At the Jones County Library in Anamosa,
Iowa, I found many articles mentioned by John. Apart from the three major
newspapers, like The New York Herald, which had the widest circulation in
the United States at that time, The New York Times, and The New York
Tribune, every town and county, every different political or local grouping
had their own little paper. And so did every immigrant group. The
information printed in these papers was many fold, from political to
educational. Positions were discussed, people were slandered, a very open
forum.
In 1857 the economy went bad. "The money crises," as he calls it,
started on the East Coast with ripple effects coming to the West; Iowa was
then considered West. "Our storage facilities are filled with an abundant
harvest with nowhere to go," he says. The larger metropolises are unable to
pay the price the farmers demand. "He therefore sells locally just enough to
survive, and hopes better times will come later." The Germans started to
band together, as "did in 1848 the Blouson under Louis Blanc in Paris" to
ask the government for food in such cities as Cincinnati, Boston,
Philadelphia and New York. John was shocked. They forget the American
principle "help yourself," he observes. "There is a big difference in our
relationship with our government here in the United States." "The US
government looks out for the American people, whereas in Germany, as an
example, the people have to look out for their government (monarchy)."
Much maligned at first, the seed was nevertheless planted for future labor
movements.
Others tried their luck by going farther West. Pike's Peak immigrants
came by Bowen's Prairie by the thousands. Even John Lowbower was
tempted to try his luck with gold digging. He prepared his trip to the new El
Dorado by outfitting a caravan, but unsuccessful returning gold diggers
brought an end to this venture. Kansas was the other El Dorado, often
mentioned by the newcomers. Immigration propaganda compared it to Italy.
So both J. and John seriously discussed the idea of moving there. They had
dreams of starting another settlement. But once they made that trip, it was
nothing compared to Iowa. All the good places were already settled. What
https://scholarsarchive.byu.edu/sahs_review/vol40/iss1/7
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stayed available was expensive , lacked water and more important timber,
and on top of it he talks of "unhealthy fumes" ("Diinste"), that come out of
the ground . What might that be?
John was able to report back home on both presidential elections of
1856 and 1860. Politically everything was in flux , actually not much
different than what it is today. Loyalties shifted with increased immigration.
The papers were full of articles. The Whig party was dead; the Know
Nothing party fell out of favor. President James Buchanan, never a favorite
of immigrants , could be beaten as the Democrat candidate. The American
government tried to keep the newly developed territories free from slavery.
Immigrants, used to political discussions from back home, became very
active in these American political events , asserting their rights. Freemont
was their champion, supporting immigration and shorter periods requested
for naturalization. John in his second letter writes: "In our usually ever so
quiet Bowen's Prairie , we have seen a few days ago an assembly which in
size came close to the one in "Unterstrasse , Zurich of 1844." "Carts
decorated with oak leaves , pulled by four horses, flag carriers at the front
of the parade and a great music - this is how we young country folks
confronted the Democratic party to administer the blow of death to them."
Even now the huge flag with the inscription "For Freedom and Freemont"
is hoisted at our school house ."
New organizations were organized . John Lowbower became secretary
for the local Republican Party. He wrote to his representatives in
Washington to send position papers in German. He specifically asked for
copies of speeches, documents and reports. He later was part of a group
called the Wide-Awakes, a group that became instrumental in electing
Lincoln as President. Who were these Wide-Awakes? These politically
active clubs were semi-military and marched in torchlight campaign
parades. Their uniforms were most distinctive ; they wore glazed caps and
oilcloth capes to protect them from splatters of hot oil from their tin torches.
The Wide-Awakes typified the ritualistic aspect of that period , and provided
great entertainment. Long speeches were part of these events. John writes
what an incredible experience it was to listen to a speech of Stephen A.
Douglas , the presidential candidate for 1860. Douglas too was honored with
a major parade in Anemosa , Iowa . "More than 2000 torches, 4 singing
groups and several brass bands! Grandiose!" Still, he felt the most popular
singing and shooting festivals in Switzerland were more impressive. With
some success, John tried to convince many Democrats to vote Republican
in Jones County. Was the Wide-Awake movement just a short-lived
political movement , mainly in the Mid-West ? It must have had some
Published by BYU ScholarsArchive, 2004
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traction. Very little is written about it, very little too in newspapers. I found
the Wide-Awakes mentioned in Harriett Beecher Stowes' book of Uncle
Tom's Cabin, and most recently I read about them in Louis S. Gerteis's
book Civil War St. Louis. My hope is to study further that aspect of midnineteenth century politics, which I believe was imported by German and
Swiss immigrants and was quickly found useful, and therefore adopted, by
the Republican Party.
In an undated letter sent from Bowen's Prairie, John Low bower tells his
father in Switzerland that the year 1860 will be most important politically.
And he was right. "The discord between the North and the South, or as he
says between freedom or slavery, has reached prime importance." John
Brown of Harper Ferry's action, he felt did more harm than good to the
cause. When J. bought land in Missouri, John's opinion was that J. made the
biggest mistake he had ever done. "In a slave state," which Missouri was at
that time, "land never appreciates."
Buchanan was not his favorite, particularly after he killed the
homestead bill. And the idea, as he says, "stealing Cuba to resettle slaves,
was very foolish." "You will see my dear father that at the end of the year,
this country will elect a Republican candidate."
When he talks about American women, his amazement does not stop.
"American women are spoiled, want the coffee served in bed, know how to
bake but cannot mend anything and have far too many rights." "They have
many clubs, and are part of many societies," he tells his stepmother. That
women were politically active astounded him the most. "Those fools," he
says, "have petitioned for the right to vote." "We might end up with a
woman as president in 1856," he writes jokingly. "If this happens, I would
have to return to Switzerland immediately." But his interest was piqued. He
therefore went to Dubuque to hear one of the suffragettes, or "Bloomers"
as they were called at that time, to give a speech at their flag dedication.
"Those political beauties wear knickers instead of a skirt, a short jacket,
opened more than absolutely necessary and on their head wear a cheeky
little hat with a feather. In their gloved hands they carry a whip. This is their
mandatory uniform." This is no lie, "es ist bi Gott a so". He was
nevertheless impressed with her speech. At the very end though, just as she
was ready to bless America, somebody from afar threw a piece of dung at
her head. "She must have thought this is a truly low act," he felt. The
suffragette movement had come from the East and moved with Mrs.
Bloomer and other "Bloomers" to Iowa where many of them had settled
with their husbands. If John Lowbower snickered about them, so did the
papers. They were full of jokes and cartoons at that time.
https://scholarsarchive.byu.edu/sahs_review/vol40/iss1/7
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Women started to assert themselves in other ways too. Women were
increasingly granted divorces. He says, "no other country has as many
divorces, women can walk out of a marriage at the whiff of a problem, and
usually win."
He was most surprised that in bankruptcies the communal law did not
apply. Assets of the wife could not be touched. Lawsuits too became
increasingly popular. Somebody like John, with his excellent education, was
in big demand for writing briefings and depositions. He wrote all the
position papers for J's daughter's upcoming divorce. Why did Americans
become litigatious? I believe that once the people had taken care of their
immediate needs, as they became more settled, they found the time to
quarrel. If one studies President Lincoln's law practice, there is a marked
increase in court cases during that period.
He also wrote many letters for his community. The people of Bowen's
Prairie used John as their personal secretary, as many of them did not know
how to read or write. Much to his annoyance, he became so much in
demand, that entire Sundays were taken up with writing not only business
letters, but many personal letters and most galling to him love letters. He
was truly embarrassed having to put amorous feelings on paper for
somebody else. This left little time for John to write letters on his own, as
farming kept him also very busy. Delivery of mail was often unreliable. He
tells his father to send letters over New York as the safest way. Postage was
another problem. Many letters required extra postage at the receiving end.
Uniform tariffs were only established later.
As a true Swiss he rallied against the Temperance Movement and
missed the local wines of the canton of Zurich. He totally disagreed that
abstinence from alcohol would lead to a more moral fiber of society: "There
soon won't be any water left in the Missouri with everybody drinking that
much water."
In all his letters John Lowbower comes through as a very decent young
man, perhaps sometimes too impulsive, but always honest: "My dear father
voice your opinion straight." He says, "I am not a violin that can be tuned
higher or lower at will." He lets his father know that he has left most of his
bad habits behind. He proudly tells him: "I have taken off my light vest with
the year end of 1855 and now wear a solid jacket." He must have been often
reminded by his father not to jump ship again. "Only check on me, my dear
father! You can do so directly or indirectly; I have nothing to hide and I
know that neither you, nor anybody else has to be ashamed of me. It hurts
to see that the trust in me has not yet been established." His father also
questions him on his financial situation. John has made a vow not to come
Published by BYU ScholarsArchive, 2004
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back to Switzerland until he finds himself on solid financial ground. He
mentions how much money he was able to put aside: "You will remark this
is not much in two years, but you have to realize that at the beginning I
could not afford to save much." His goal was to eventually own land and a
little house. And in the back of his mind he wanted to use his education too.
As many people of that period, he was deeply religious in the Zwingli
way . He writes, "in religious aspects the United States offers a very
confused picture. Based on freedom of religion, Christians in many paradox
variations, Mormons, atheists (mainly in California among the Chinese) and
Jews proliferate. He explains that in areas not larger than Zurich are often
more than 20-30 assembly places , which differ tremendously from one
another. Crass atheism is also prevalent , as well as extreme piety and
nationalism (did he mean patriotism) . Unfortunately , he continues: "the
German contingent contributes the largest group of atheists. " "After the
Revolution of 1848/49 all sorts of political riffraff was sent to America .
They roam the country, decrying the Bible as a lie, and , exactly as at the
time of Danton and Robespierre , preach the faith ofreason." "And to these
sad individuals many of the German schools are entrusted. "
General Franz Siegel , later often favorably mentioned in JCL letters
from the Civil War, also belonged to this group . Franz Siegel had been
expelled from Switzerland for his political activities . At the National
Archives in Bern , minutes of the General Assembly meeting of 1851, attest
to this effect. But here in America General Siegel was able to become a
hero to the German immigrant community and also very much to John . How
is it that German immigrants from the War of 1848, expelled or maligned
by European governments, were able to become once again pillars of
society?
A church service is described in the most vivid language. "Most
Americans belong to a sect, on Sunday go to church several times a day ,
may I say not for religious reasons - it is a social event." "Can you imagine ,
at times women give the sermon! The congregation wails and sings , psalms
are crude, the sermons full of talk of sin". He wishes he could attend once
again one ofZschokke's sermons at the Grossmunster in Zurich. Neither do
the Methodist camps meet with his approval , and says, "what goes on there
one better not write about."
One day he was invited to observe the seance with a medium at a
neighboring farm. "This so called spiritualism ," he writes , "has spread
astonishingly fast in this otherwise so enlightened country; the strangest
thing about it is that among its disciples and apostles are not only old,
uneducated people, or sentimental idiots , but educated individuals, as I have
https://scholarsarchive.byu.edu/sahs_review/vol40/iss1/7
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read in a description." "The spiritualists call themselves believers . They
communicate with the souls of deceased relatives and friends through a
medium or a facilitator, usually a woman." He writes: "the main
participants sat round the table, observers singing psalm around the
perimeter. The medium asked the ghost of the late Jacob Allen, do you want
to honor us with your presence? It was dead silent, the palpable tension was
felt all around the table ," much more so by John , he admits. The ghost
tested their patience for a long time. After he asserted he was happy in the
afterlife , he was asked if he would like to communicate anything to his
wife, whereupon he gave many instructions , such as collecting a debt from
a certain Isaac Parker and other useful information for his widow. Now John
was asked whether he too wanted to hear from his relatives. He says: "I
have to admit the temptation was enormous , I would have just loved to have
news from my dear late mother and also from my grandmother. But I
remembered the warning: Let the dead rest in peace! All the free thinkers
of the United States cannot convince me to abandon my comforting
religion. I have to tell you , my dear father , the temptation was tremendous.
I would have been able to find out if the spiritualism is based on truth or
illusion ."
As settlements increased
in the West , John Low bower
was dreaming , like many other
immigrants, of a town named
in his name or in the name of
his hometown in Switzerland.
"Lohbauertown"
for his
family
or
perhaps
"Emmaville" for his favorite
sister , was mentioned in a
letter. But little did he expect Mr. and Mrs . William E. Corbin , Historian ,
to have a small settlement Monticello , Iowa.
named Zurich in his honor. In
his eighth letter , proudly sent from Zurich , Jones County, December 1860,
he announces the news. In a newspaper article the local historian William
E. Corbin of Monticello, Iowa writes: "A young man named John C.
Lowbower in his latter teens arrived at the settlement and worked as a farm
hand. He was interested in promoting the location and convinced the people
to call the village Zurich, after his hometown in Switzerland . They set to
work to obtain a post office , and on October 18, 1860 the government
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opened a post office there. Zurich also had a school where John taught in
winter, a congregational church and several small businesses.
Mr. Corbin is also petitioning Congress to add an official memorial
between Bowen's Prairie and what was Zurich, Iowa, to honor the sons of
those two communities who had died in the Civil War. In his research Mr.
Corbin had located articles, written by John C. Lowbower and sent from the
South-West territory during the Civil War, that were published in local
newspapers.
There are many more observations in his letters such as a tornado he
experienced, Indian burial sites, the taking of the law into their own hands
by the hanging of thieves.
He documents in many letters the cost of goods, the yields of their
fields, what it took to buy a farm or farm equipment. For somebody
interested in economic data these letters reveal many interesting facts and
information.
The last four letters are all from the Civil War front in Missouri and
Arkansas. He enlisted in Zurich, Iowa, was mustered into the United States
Army at Dubuque, Iowa September, 1861. He did not succeed in enlisting
at his first attempt, being considered too short for service. He returned next
day with sand in his shoes and was promptly accepted as a Private of
Company D, 9th Regiment oflnfantry-Volunteers, Iowa. He entered the war
because of his conviction to defend and save the Union and the
Constitution. He justifies his action to his father by "You my dear father
offered your help during the "Sonderbund' s Krieg" to your homeland- our
situation is much the same, only on a grander scale." An article in The New
York Times of May 29, 1861 published an editorial titled "European
Precedent for America," in which the editors compared the civil war in
Switzerland to the civil war in the United States. They hoped that countries
like France and England would remain on the sidelines as they had done for
Switzerland at the time of their conflict.
By special order, No. 51 on October 41\ 1861 he was ordered to extra
duty as clerk to the Adjutant-General's Office of Brigadier-General Samuel
R. Curtis, in the Army of the South-West, Department of Missouri. Many
interesting descriptions of the duties of a clerk in the field are described in
these last letters. Early December 2003, I followed along John's footsteps,
covering the campaign of General Curtis through the Missouri and Arkansas
Ozarks. I visited the battlefield of Pea Ridge, whose official report of the
battle John Lowbower says he helped to write. I visited libraries in
Fayetteville and Batesville, Arkansas. I was able to corroborate so many
stories and details he wrote about. I even found evidence of the young
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18

et al.: Full Issue

2004]

Experience and Enlightenment

17

woman, Emily Burr, the daughter of a rich merchant, whom he went to visit
with an introduction by the General. But more about this at another time.
John Lowbower was brutally killed October 6, 1863 close by Baxter
Springs, Kansas, by the Guerilla leader Quantrill and his band. The family
received many letters of his death from his friends in Iowa and in the
military. General Samuel R. Curtis wrote:
Keokuk, Iowa, October 28, 1863
"In response to your inquiry about the destiny of our dear
friend J.L., I am sending you this letter a newspaper article in
which the sad news about his death was published. I never knew a
more devoted and trustworthy friend. He was killed on the side of
my son, who loved him like a brother. If you could let his family
know about it, do it with the declaration of my sincerest sympathy.
He is one of those heroes that gave his life for his country and
freedom. Peace to his ashes.
Samuel R. Curtis
Major-General

About the Author:
Elizabeth M . Siber has had an extraordinarily exciting and influential
career. Between 1968 and 1969 she was instrumental in increasing revenue
at the Seiler Hotels in Zermatt, Switzerland. Between 1971 and 1974 she
participated in the world-wide planning of hotel restaurants for Hilton
International. Between 1974 and 1976 she contributed to the concept
planning of Windows of the World for World Trade Center Restaurants,
New York. Between 1976 and 1979 she served as director of personnel at
Helmsley Hotels in New York, where she established training programs and
assumed a key role in the resolution of labor disputes. In 1979 she became
President of the Restaurant Corporation of America at the Watergate in
Washington, D.C., where she was very active in updating many Watergate
gourmet facilities. Between 1981 and 1997 she served as the founder , owner
and president of Food and Company, again in Washington, D .C., where she
built a leading gourmet establishment and advanced the careers of many
former employees. Elizabeth Siber holds degrees from the Handelsschule
in Zurich as well as the Ecole Hoteliere de la SSH in Lausanne,
Switzerland. At present she works with four brokers at Merrill Lynch in the
Washington office. She resides in Arlington, Virginia.
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Hans Landis : Swiss Anabaptist Martyr in Seventeenth Century Documents ,
introduced, transcribed, and translated by James W. Lowry, co-edited by
David J. Rempel Smucker and John L. Ruth (Millersburg, Ohio: Ohio
Amish Library, 2003), Pp. 234.
This book focuses on Hans Landis, an early Anabaptist ordained
minister and leader of Anabaptists in the area around Zurich , Switzerland.
As such, he was a likely target for persecution by church and civil
authorities. On various occasions they questioned him , banished him from
the state, and ordered his execution in 1614.
This is not a narrative biography. Rather, the book brings together
twenty-five documents (drawn from several archives in Europe), relating to
these events. The documents are illustrative of early Anabaptist thought and
action, and of the mindset of authorities towards the Anabaptists.
As the documents show, basic to the position of the authorities was the
threat to both church and state that Anabaptists appeared to be. In an
"Official Statement Against Some Anabaptists ," including Landis, the
authorities describe Anabaptists as those who "would shake and upset not
only all Christian order, but also the earthly government, and remove
sovereign authority and snatch away the obedience of the subject." Such
actions "demand that such evil will be warded off with a serious
punishment" (pp. 91, 93).
Responses to specific charges show the position of the Anabaptists. To
the charge that he was against civil authority, Landis protests the opposite,
namely, that he honors government: he "had conducted himself correctly on
matters dealing with his outward duties as a citizen, and that God would be
satisfied with his conscience somehow .... " But he enters the Anabaptist
caveat that "where his conscience is concerned , he followed God's Word"
(p. 119).
The Reformed ministers ask whether he thought he had sinned because
he rebaptized as adults those who had received infant baptism (a key
concept of Anabaptism). Landis's response is clear: "I should say not! I did
not baptize anyone unless he had departed from his sins and had the
testimony of a repentant life" (p. 123).
Landis is accused of encouraging Anabaptists to practice community of
goods and of taking collections for the "common good" as a means "to
entice the poor and the hungry." Landis denies the charges: Anabaptists
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have no revenues, no treasurer; although they lend money (as individuals),
they charge no interest (pp. 123, 125).
His responses on the established church also illustrate Anabaptist
thought. People are saved by grace; however, to be Christians they must act
right (implying, of course, that people of the established church do not) (p.
141). Once in addressing ministers, he declares: "I might grant that you
preach the Gospel and teach what you want, but at the same time do not
lead a pious life." Earlier in the same passage he reminds the ministers that
he told them "a long time ago" that they "should live and walk according
to the command of Christ and after the example of the Apostles .... " But
because they do not live and walk in this way, "I do not want you, nor do
I need you: I do not desire you" (pp. 143, 145).
Landis was jailed several times, as were some fellow Anabaptists
(briefly included in the documents). Condemned to work in the galleys, he
was taken to the prison at Solothurn. From there, however, he
escaped-apparently with the collusion of the guards. Banished from the
state, he insisted on returning (out oflove for family and friends), but this
action to the authorities seemed to invite recapture. In protesting the
authorities' right to banish him, Landis argues from scripture (Ps 24: 1) that
the world belongs to the Lord, thus as a follower of the Lord, he has a right
to remain in the state (p. 193).
Illustrative also of early Anabaptists is the manner of Landis's death.
Immediately before his execution, he declared, "It is not enough to believe
in Christ, one must also suffer for him." He informed his persecutors that
he had pardoned and forgiven everyone, then he "looked at the executioner
and said, 'and you too,' and smiled at him." The writer of the account states
that at the "main pit" where he was executed, "he knelt down and, for his
faith and upon his confession, died willingly and gladly. He was cheerful
and brave until his end" (pp. 145, 147).
A significant feature of the book is the availability of the documents in
both the original language ( on the left pages) and in their English
translations (largely literal) on the opposite, facing pages. Accompanying
the documents are numerous helpful notes, placed at the bottom of the
pages, as befits a scholarly production. Of great value is the introduction to
each of the documents, as is a brief (perhaps too brief) introductory chapter
which appears to be designed for the general reader unversed in early
Anabaptist history.
The last document in the book is an unrhymed, forty-six stanza ballad
recounting the life and death of John Landis. The ballad is still sung, in part,
on occasion by Amish groups. Following the ballad is a three-page
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bibliography listing archival sources (in France, the Netherlands, and
Switzerland), and books and articles relating directly and indirectly to the
Landis story, slightly less than half of which are English titles. The index
is substantial, listing not only names of people and places but also subjects
(the failure to do the latter is the fault of too many indexes). The book
contains fifteen pictorial illustrations, including maps, woodcuts,
photographs, and early drawings of towns, castles, and prisons.
The sponsors of this book were fortunate to obtain the services of
Mennonite historian James W. Lowry as translator and author of the
introductions to the documents . His facility in the German, Dutch, and
Classical languages made him a valuable, indeed rare , choice to be producer
of this volume.
The book is the first in a projected series that will bring together
scattered and often unpublished documents on early Anabaptism. This is
good news. The series will make available for the first time many sources
of value to scholars in the field and of interest to the general reader.
Those who find pleasure in the appearance and the handling of books
will be delighted with this volume. The graphics, print, paper, illustrations,
even the "feel" of the hardcover binding are unusually well conceived and
carried out. To hold such a book in one's hand is to have some hope that the
printed word may survive along with the electronic word. That the publisher
of the book is the Ohio Amish Library of Millersburg, Ohio is witness that
even small publishers can create , in poet John Keats's words, "a thing of
beauty ."
E. Morris Sider
Messiah College
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40THSAHS ANNUAL MEETING
Madison Avenue Presbyterian Church House
921 Madison Avenue, New York, New York 10021
1. AGENDA FOR THE BUSINESS MEETING
2.

REPORTS
A. Minutes of the Meeting
Leo Schelbert
B. President's Report
Marianne Burkhard
C. Special Report: New Glarus Committee
Rosa Schupbach
D. Membership Report
Ernest Thurston
E. Treasurer's Report
Ernest Thurston

3. PROGRAM FOR THE AFTERNOON MEETING
4.

OBITUARIES
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FORTIETH ANNUAL SAHS BUSINESS MEETING

1.

1.AGENDA
Welcome and Call to Order
In memoriam Lukas Burckhardt: Leo Schelbert

2.

Approval of the Minutes of the 39 th Annual Meeting of Oct. 5,
2002

3.

President's Report
Marianne Burkhard OSB

3.

Elections: Replacements for Simon Netzle and Miquelon
Weyeneth who resigned; Advisory Board
Rosa Schupbach

5.

Special Report: New Glarus Committee
Rosa Schupbach

6.

Membership Report
Ernest Thurston

7.

Treasurer's Report
Ernest Thurston

8.

Publications
SAHS Review: Dr. H Dwight Page; Books: Nicole Butz

9.

New Business

10.

Next Meeting: October 2, 2004, Washington, D.C.

11.

Adjournment
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2.REPORTS
A. Minutes of the Fortieth Annual Business Meeting of the Swiss
American Historical Society
Madison Avenue Presbyterian Church House, New York, New York
October 4, 2003
Between 9:15 and 10 a.m. members of the Swiss American Historical
Society assembled at the Church House of the Madison Avenue
Presbyterian Church and enjoyed fellowship over coffee and rolls. At 10:05
SAHS President Marianne Burkhard called the meeting to order and greeted
the group, among them especially Dr . Amhof, Cultural Counselor of the
Embassy of Switzerland in Washington, D.C. and Ms. Eigensatz , Cultural
Counselor of the Swiss Consulate General of New York. Dr. Burkhard
announced that former Ambassador Faith Whittlesey was unable to address
the meeting in the afternoon for reasons of health, but that Swiss
Ambassador Loretan of the Consulate General of New York would speak
in her place. The SAHS President also mentioned that Mary Huber Leedy,
the SAHS Secretary, was unable to attend and that Leo Schelbert had
agreed to take the minutes. She also pointed out that this was the fortieth
annual meeting of the reactivated SAHS. She asked L. Schelbert to say a
few words about Dr. Lukas F. Burckhardt who had passed away on March
3, 2003 . In 1963 Dr. Burckhardt had been the main promoter of the SAHS
reactivation and had served as its Secretary and Newsletter Editor from
1964 to 1970. L. Schelbert briefly characterized him and read the
unsolicited appraisal of Dr. Arnold Price, formerly of the State Department
and the Library of Congress , who viewed Dr. Burckhardt as "the best
cultural attache " of the many he had known , including non-Swiss.
The meeting decided to dispense with the reading of the Minutes of the
Annual Meeting of 2002 which were approved without emendations . Dr.
Burkhard then gave her annual report about the activities of the past year.
She mentioned that the book One Small Lifetime, re-edited by Ernest
Thurston , had been sent to all members. She also reported that the new
genealogical guide by Lewis B. Rohrbach was ready for publication , but
was held up because a new Swiss law had not yet been promulgated that
related to archival matters. The author did not want the new guide to be outof-date at its publication. The book will, hopefully, be distributed to SAHS
members in the not too distant future. Dr. Burkhard further reported that the
Swiss Benevolent Society of Chicago had awarded $2000 to the SAHS
https://scholarsarchive.byu.edu/sahs_review/vol40/iss1/7
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towards the translation of Leo Lesquereux's 1853 memoir, and that the
SAHS had supported the restoration of the original lighting fixtures of the
renovated Rudolf Ganz Hall. Due to illness she had not been able to attend
the event of October 26 called "Ganz Hall - A Celebration", which was
attended by the Ambassador of Switzerland to the United States, His
Excellency Christian Blickenstorfer.
With the approval of the SAHS Advisory Board the SAHS President
had allocated $500.00 for a project called "Spurensuche". It was initiated
by Dr. Berndt Klewitz of the Goethe Institut, Chicago, and involved two
aspects: The publication of a 48-page brochure featuring 10 German, 5
Austrian, and five Swiss themes relating to the Midwest since 1945 that
might be of interest to teachers, visitors, and members of German-speaking
organizations. The pamphlet was to be followed by the construction of a
website for which the brochure would serve as a basis, but which would be
more comprehensive. (The Illinois Humanities Council has awarded
$10,000 for the project.) The Consulates General of Austria, Germany, and
Switzerland were active participants in the project. L. Schelbert,
representing the SAHS, served as volunteer academic advisor. Copies of the
brochure, once available, will be distributed to all members.
The SAHS President reported on the answers she had received in
response to the questionnaire she had sent out, asking SAHS members to
assess the organization's pursuits. The answers of the 71, that is 22.3
percent ofrespondents, were as follows:
Excellent Good Fair Inadequate
1. How do you rate SAHS activities:

33

2. How do you rate the SAHS Review:
3. How do you rate SAHS books:

41
48

29
27
17

3
3
3

1
1
1

Among suggestions made were the construction of a website, the creation
of a genealogy committee, the providing of more information about Frenchspeaking Swiss as well as Swiss in medicine, business, and technology, and
the relations between Switzerland and the United States. Dr. Burkhard
mentioned that the Embassy of Switzerland's website www .swissemb .org)
did give basic information about the SAHS as well as the website of Picton
Press www.pictonpress.com which had brought in some new SAHS
members. She then thanked the officers for their good work, Rosa
Schupbach for arranging the meeting, and Ambassador Loretan for hosting
the group for a late afternoon reception.
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Rosa Schupbach, Chair of the Nominating Committee, which included
Jacques Schoch, Ernie Thurston, and Franz von Arx, presented the
following nominations: For Second SAHS Vice President (in Switzerland):
Laura Villiger; for Treasurer: Ernest Thurston. For the Advisory Board: H.
Dwight Page, Simone Schoch, Jiirg Siegenthaler, and Franz von Arx. The
nominations were accepted by voice vote. Dr. Burkhard then thanked
Miquelon Weyeneth for her work as Treasurer and Simon Netzle for his
efforts as Vice President in Switzerland. As the next Nominating
Committee she appointed R. Schupbach, Chair, H. Bachmann, and L.
Schelbert.
Next the report was received of the Committee that consisted of Monika
Bachmann Bracken, Rosa Schupbach, Chair, and Jiirg Sigenthaler, and had
been charged with examining the materials provided by the planned Swiss
Center for North America. The Committee members found that the project
was ambitious and potentially of long-term significance. At present
fundraising and an extended marketing campaign were paramount. The
expertise the SAHS could provide was at present not needed, but might be
useful once the library and archive were operating. Dr. Donald Tritt
supplemented the information given. He stated that other similar institutions
had been visited, listed the members of the Center's Advisory Board, and
reported that additional property was being purchased that included a 25acre annexation to the township. He also observed that a large number of
books, artifacts, and records were waiting to be received by the Center. Dr.
Jiirg Sigenthaler asked about the Swiss Government's contribution; Dr. Tritt
answered that it had earmarked sFr. 500,000.00 for the project.
Ernest Thurston, Membership Secretary and Treasurer, stated that the
membership stood at 274, and that the dues increase was partially
responsible for the large drop of35 members because ofnon-payment of the
annual dues; a further 22 were dropped by request or because they had died.
Ms. Paula Sherman then questioned the resignation of Ms. Weyeneth as
Treasurer. SAHS President Burkhard explained that the difference of views
on how to administer the funds of the Society had become irreconcilable.
Dr. Philip Gelzer asked why the SAHS Membership List was being kept
from the members. After some discussion the meeting decided to send the
list to all members, but "for private use only"; ifused for other purposes, the
consent of the SAHS President was to be asked for. A motion of Dr. Philip
Gelzer to distribute the membership list to all SAHS members was seconded
and passed unanimously. A proposal presented at the last annual meeting to
view the SAHS finances from three perspectives-an operating fund, an
investment fund, and a special projects fund-was briefly discussed. It was
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agreed that the investment fund should at present not be below $40,000 and
that the money available above that sum would provide a guideline for what
could be sponsored financially by the Society under the rubric "Special
Programs." Ernest Thurston, the SAHS Treasurer, pointed out that the
proceeds from the Investment Fund of $40,000 did at present indeed
balance the annual expenditures needed for Life memberships.
Dr. H. Dwight Page reported on the SAHS Review which he edits. He
reviewed the themes covered in the past year and his plans for the coming
year. He also asked for volunteers to translate two articles in German for an
issue on the Swiss Reformation and encouraged those present to submit
suitable items. Dr. Burkhard presented a motion of Ms. Nicole Butz, editor
of the SAHS book series, to match the $2000 grant of the Swiss Benevolent
Society of Chicago for a translation of the Lesquereux mid-nineteenth
century portrait of the United States, to be undertaken by Dr. H.D. Page in
the summer of 2004. The motion passed unanimously.
Since there was no new business, the meeting was adjourned around
noon.
In the afternoon session Ambassador Loretan sketched Switzerland's
position in today's turbulent world, especially in relation to the United
States and the United Nations. Elizabeth M. Siber then presented excerpts
from Erfahrungen und Lauterungen of J.C. Lohbauer, an astute observer of
American conditions, who was killed in the Civil War in 1863. The
publication, which E. Siber has translated into English, is of special interest
to the SAHS.
The reception at Ambassador Loretan's residence in midtown
Manhattan allowed for animated conversation of the members and was a
delightful conclusion of the fortieth annual SAHS meeting.
Leo Schelbert
Secretary pro temp.
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B. President's Report
It is my privilege to report about our society's activities at this 4CY1'
annual Meeting since the society was reactivated.
Shortly after the last annual meeting Ernst Thurkauf s memoir One
Small Lifetime was distributed to all members. It was edited by his son
Ernest Thurston, who has been very active as Membership Secretary of our
society for several years. The three issues of the Review appeared at their
usual times (November, February, June), its editing now in the able hands
of Professor Dwight Page. Our next book project, Lewis B. Rohrbach's
Genealogical Guide is ready for printing, but is being held back until the
new Swiss law concerning Archives has been finalized. Mr. Rohrbach does
not want to publish a book which will be outdated shortly after it appeared.
This Genealogical Guide will replace the excellent guide by Paul Anthon
Nielsen which the SAHS published in 1979, and which has been out of print
for some time. The new Guide will do all it can to help find information
about Swiss ancestors
even as access to Swiss records
has-unfortunately-become
more difficult. This book will be a publication
of Picton Press, and the SAHS will purchase 350 copies for its members at
a price below $10.00.
Again, as in so many previous years, the society has already taken the
first steps toward new publication. This is Leo Lesquereux' memoir Lettres
d'Amerique. During this past year, Donald Tritt, who will be the editor,
secured a grant of $2000 from the Swiss Benevolent Society of Chicago
toward the translation of this book from French into English.
Last October, the Society was represented at the festive inauguration of
the Rudolf Ganz Recital Hall at Roosevelt University in Chicago.
Unfortunately, a flue kept me from attending this event which was honored
by the presence of Ambassador Christian Blickenstorfer. This past spring,
some of our members were instrumental in a project spearheaded by the
Goethe Institute of Chicago. Under the titled Spurensuche a small
publication will present recent German, Swiss and Austrian immigrants to
the Midwest. For Switzerland the following people were chosen: Elisabeth
Kubler-Ross, Mari Sandoz, a writer from Nebraska, the musician Rudolf
Ganz, the Amish since 1945, and the Valley Queen Cheese Factory of Max
Gonzenbach and Rudi N ef and their cheese factory in Milbank, South
Dakota. The purpose of this publication is to raise more interest in people's
ethnic background and to present examples of how immigrants entered into
a fruitful dialogue with the culture of their new country. With the consent
of the officers, I authorized a contribution of $500 toward this project which
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is now in the production stage and which will be made available to us later
this fall.
Another important activity in the past year was the questionnaire which
was sent out at the beginning of the year together with the dues notice.
Since we had not queried members of the society since the late 1970s, it
was time to do so again. We wanted to see how our members see and rate
our activities which are financed to the largest part by their dues. And we
also wanted to ask them for any suggestions.
Of the 318 questionnaires which were sent out, 71 were returned which
represent 22.3% of the total membership. Yet we also need to consider that
31 questionnaires went to institutional members, primarily libraries, and 9
to consulate and 2 to embassies, that is to institutions which are less likely
to respond to a questionnaire; moreover, the libraries subscribe to our
Review which, in itself, is proof that they find it worth its price ($75). Ifwe
deduct these institutional members, the return would be almost 26%. While
this does not seem very high, it is a very respectable return for
questionnaires since returns between 20-30% are common, and a 40%
return is seen as exceptional. Moreover, 36 members also provided a few
lines of comments, and 6 more wrote comments ranging from one-third to
an entire typed page. Thus, 42 of those responding, or 59%, took time to
express their opinions more specifically (cf. summary).
The first question asked to rate all the SAHS activities as outlined at the
top of the questionnaire. The responses (cf. handout) were "excellent" 33,
"good" 29, "fair" 3, "inadequate" 1. The second question about the SAHS
Review garnered "excellent" 44, "good" 27, "fair" 3, "inadequate" 1. The
third question referred to the other SAHS publications; the responses were
"excellent" 48, "good" 17, "fair" 4, "inadequate" 1. These numbers show
both a very consistent response and a high degree of satisfaction.
Here are just a few examples of comments. Members "get a lot for their
money", the Review, especially in its new format, is appreciated and at
times shared with other family members, several comments praised the
variety of topics treated in the Review. The book publications garnered
many positive and also some negative comments: e.g. "I enjoy all
publications', "books are great", "I hated to see my due increase, but the
publications are worth the cost", the "novels are not too exciting", "many
books are of no interest to me, half their numbers but really scholarly ones
would be better". One person thanks the officers, another one says, "Keep
up the good work", and another "I appreciate all the work of people who do
not get paid for their time and probably even pay some of their expenses".
One comment, rating the overall activities and the books as "inadequate",
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the Review as "fair", was decidedly negative: "There is nothing that the
society provides for me to justify a 67% increase in dues". One person
suggested that books should only be published "if there is sufficient
interest" after polling the membership, or that members should be able to
opt out of books.
In the following I will list the main suggestions (cf. summary), and
perhaps there will be some time for an initial discussion which then will be
continued. Several suggestions concerned genealogical information, one
member suggested that members with expertise might form a "History and
Genealogy Research Commission", another said, "I wish more members
would tell their stories". There were suggestions that the Review and SAHS
activities include topics from the sciences (e.g. medicine), technology and
the business world, and immigration of Swiss scientists to the US, that we
develop a website, a speakers' bureau for each region in the US containing
the names of possible speakers on matters pertaining to Switzerland, a guide
to settlements and museum collections, more information about French
speaking Swiss immigrants to the US, links with other Swiss organizations,
press releases about our activities.
Clearly the responses show that the members are satisfied with what the
society does, and the suggestions received stay within the basic parameters
of our goals. The officers will discuss the suggestions and see what might
be feasible. By necessity, our plans and goals must be rather modest
because each one of the persons involved in doing things for the society
does so on top of other professional responsibilities, but out of conviction
that the SAHS provides a valuable service in researching many (though not
all) facets of Swiss-American relations and in gathering valuable basic
material (Grundlagenforschung) about Swiss immigration and the
contribution of Swiss immigrants to American life and culture.
In concluding I would like to say that our society can look with some
pride on its 40 years of existence. Though we are small in numbers and our
members are quite scattered over the United States and Switzerland (with
a few members in Canada and Germany), we have consistently contributed
to the better understanding of Swiss emigration and immigration and of the
relationship between our two countries. It is my hope that the society will
continue to be of assistance to individuals searching to understand their
family's emigration and to the academic community being engaged in
understanding the larger questions raised by immigration and cultural
adaptation.
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Expression of Gratitude
In concluding, I would like to express my gratitude to all those who
have contributed to the society's work over the past year, especially
Miquelon Weyeneth and Simon Netzle for their service to the society,Ernie
Thurston for taking over the Treasurer's duties, as well as all the officers
and the members of the New Glarus Committee for their contributions.
I would like to thank Rosa Schupbach for making the arrangements for
this meeting. Ambassador Loretan, Consul General of Switzerland in New
York, deserves a very special thank you: he indicated early in the summer
that he would not only attend our meeting, but also most graciously invited
us to a reception at his residence. And if this were not already enough, he
also agreed to speak to us when, just three weeks ago, we learned that
Ambassador Whittlesey would not be able to be here because of health
reasons. I also want to acknowledge the presence of Mr. Eric Amhof,
Cultural Counselor at the Swiss Embassy in Washington, who is among us
and who has been instrumental in putting information about the SAHS on
the website of the Embassy. He also extended to us the invitation to come
to the Embassy for our next Annual Meeting on October 2, 2004.
Marianne Burkhard OSB
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C. COMMITTEE REPORT
on the
SWISS CENTER OF NORTH AMERICA in New Glarus, Wisconsin
Presented at the Annual Meeting of the Swiss American Historical
Society
In New York on October 4, 2003
Some of you may remember that the issue of our Society becoming
involved in the Swiss Center ofNorth America was discussed at the Annual
Meeting in Philadelphia in 1999. A committee was later formed, for
simplicity's sake called the New Glarus Committee, to study this matter
more carefully. That committee consists of the following:
Monika Bachmann Bracken
Marianne Burkhard
Jilrg Siegenthaler and
Myself as Chairperson
Our evaluation is based on material Donald Tritt sent us last December,
which I brought with me in case you would like to look at it. We have not
received any new information since.
Every committee member spent considerable time and effort to evaluate
the available material to determine how our Society could best participate.
First of all, all members of the committee agree that the Swiss Center of
North America is a very ambitious and long-term project, focusing at the
moment on securing the necessary funds to start construction.
The committee also agreed that business and technology, particularly
biotech and pharmaceutical companies, seem to be a large part of the Swiss
Center project. Most people on their Emeritus Committee and Board of
Directors are either from large corporations or government. One of the
brochures indicates how companies could benefit from extensive marketing
campaigns, cross marketing, and marketing strategies. There is nothing
wrong with marketing campaigns and marketing strategies, but the
committee believes that our Society, which is focused on historical research,
cannot contribute to this aspect of the project.
As far as financial support is concerned, the Committee agreed that our
Society, which has only limited resources, is not in a position to make a
financial contribution to the Swiss Center. Of course, individual members
are entirely free to provide financial support, a gesture that would not
involve the Society.
https://scholarsarchive.byu.edu/sahs_review/vol40/iss1/7
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However, this does not mean that our Society cannot make a
contribution in kind at a later point. Some of our members have great
expertise in specific historical areas and genealogy who might be willing to
offer their knowledge once the Swiss Center has reached the stage where
such collaboration is required. We are interested in receiving further
information on the Swiss Center as it moves towards the realization of its
goals. Based on our findings, the Committee recommends that, at this time,
no action be taken in this matter.

Rosa Schupbach
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D. Membership Report 2002-2003
CURRENT MEMBERS BY TYPE AND COUNTRY:
Membership Type
Regular ($30/yr.)
Student ($15/yr.)
Institution ($50/yr.)
Life Members
Complimentary

US/Canada
132
5
13
37
29
216

Switzerland/Other

Total

37
1
3
6

11
58

169
6
16
43
40
274

MEMBERSHIP CHANGES, 10/01/2002 - 9/30/2003:
Members as of 10/01/2002
Plus: New Members Enrolled
Plus: Former Members (not "Current" last year)
who have Rejoined
Less: Dropped by Request or Decease
Less: Dropped for Non-Payment of Dues
Current Members as of 09/30/2003

318
12
1
- 22
- 35
274

CURRENT MEMBERSHIP BY COUNTRY AND STATE :
CA

co
CT
DC
DE
FL
GA
HI
IA
IL
IN
LA
MA
MD
ME

20
2
1
4
2
5
1
1
3
23
5
3
5
8
1

MI
MN
MO
MT
NC
NH
NJ
NV
NY
OH
OR
PA
RI
SC
SD

1
9
1
1
8
1
6
2
29
9
5
7
1
5
2

TN
TX
UT
VA
VT
WA
WI
WY
BC,CANADA
ON , CANADA
QB,CANADA
GERMANY
SWITZERLAND
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E. Treasurer's Report
Ernest Thurston, Treasurer
I. BALANCE SHEET

ASSETS
ASSETS
ASSETS
ASSETS

101 Ckg Acct
102 Vanguard STAR Fund
103 Capital Assets
104 Accounts Receivable

TOT AL ASSETS

LIABS.
LIABS.
LIABS
EQUITY

201 Accounts Payable
202 Restricted Funds
203 Other Payables
299 Net Worth

TOT AL LIABILITIES & EQUITY

Published by BYU ScholarsArchive, 2004

Opening

Closing

10/01/02

09/30/03

5,749.88
48,438.58
0.00
0.00

3,822.49
57,500.09
0.00
105.28

54,188.46

61,427.86

0.00
(4,025 .00)
0.00
(50,163.46)

(510.00)
(2,700.00)
0.00
(58,217.86)

(54,188.46)

(61,427.86)
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Amount

INCOME

301 Annual Dues

(8,248.24)

INCOME

302 Donations

(2,620.00)

INCOME
INCOME
INCOME
INCOME
INCOME

303
304
305
306
307

(250.00)
(40.00)
(1,470.23)
(7,591.28)
(1,000.00)

Meeting Fees
Book Sales
Vanguard ST AR Fund Dividends
Vanguard Capital Appreciation
Life Memberships Paid

TOTAL INCOME

EXPS.
EXPS.
EXPS.
EXPS.
EXPS.
EXPS.
EXPS.

401
402
403
404
405
406
407

Annual Meeting (fees & catering)
Donations
Postage, Stationery, & Admin
Publications (incl shipping)
Legal & Professional Services
Travel & Meals
Other

TOT AL EXPENSES

https://scholarsarchive.byu.edu/sahs_review/vol40/iss1/7
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394.45
500.00
537.10
11,073.80
110.00
550.00
0.00
13,165.35
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III. PROPOSED BUDGET FOR 2003-04 FISCAL YEAR

Amount

INCOME
INCOME
INCOME
INCOME
INCOME
INCOME
INCOME
INCOME

7,200.00
2,000.00
1,000.00
750.00
50.00

301 Annual Dues: US
301 Annual Dues: Swiss branch
302 Donations
303 Meeting Fees
304 Book Sales
305 Vanguard STAR Fund Dividendsl ,500.00
306 Vanguard Capital Appreciation
307 Life Memberships Paid

TOT AL INCOME

EXPS .
EXPS
EXPS
EXPS
EXPS

401 Annual Meeting (fees & catering)
402 Donations
403 Postage , Stationery, & Admin
404 Publications (incl shipping)
404 Publications

TOT AL EXPENSES

1,500.00
500.00
14,500.00

750.00
500.00
500.00
6,600.00
5,000.00
13,350.00

Additional Notes:
1. I would like to start each fiscal year cleanly on October 1.
Accordingly, receipts and expenditures for the annual meeting will
show up on the financial statement at the end of the year. The only
amounts shown on this statement for "annual meeting" are from
Oct. ' 02 for last year's meeting in Philadephia. Receipts and
expenses for today ' s meeting will appear next year.
2. I had hoped to have a complete analysis of our Vanguard Fund
investments , with all past endowment contributions , ready to
present today. We need to know how much of these funds are
attributable to Life Memberships, and how much to other
donations , restricted or unrestricted. Unfortunately I was unable to
complete it in time. I will present it at the next meeting.
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Proposal
It is proposed that the SAHS operate three SAHS Funds:
1. An Operating Fund (existing)

Income: -Annual membership dues
-Annual transfer from Investment Fund of $2000
-General, non-designated donations
Use:

-Administrative expenses
-SAHS Review (three times a year)
-Annual Meeting costs

2. An Investment Fund (existing):
Principal at present to be kept not lower than $40,000
Income: -Life memberships
-Interest from the principal
Use:

-$2000 annually to operating fund (cost for life
members)
-Earnings above the $40,000 base : to Special Projects
Fund

3. Special Projects Fund (to be formally approved):
Income: -Interest from Investment Fund above its $40,000 base
-Specially designated gifts from members or
institutions
(for specific projects like books, meetings, exhibitions)
-Surplus from Operating Fund (if occurring)
Use:

-For special projects approved by the membership

https://scholarsarchive.byu.edu/sahs_review/vol40/iss1/7
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3. PROGRAM OF THE AFTERNOON MEETING

1:30:

Raymond Loretan,
Consul General of Switzerland in New York
"Reflections on the Current Relationship Between the United States
and Switzerland"

2:30

Coffee Break

2:45

Elizabeth Siber,
Stockbroker, Merrill Lynch, Washington, D.C.
"Life Experience and Enlightenment: Character Portrait of Johann
Casper Lohbauer 1853-1863"

4:30

Reception at the Residence of Ambassador Raymond Loretan,
Consul General of Switzerland in New York
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4.0BITUARY

Lukas F. Burckhardt
March 24, 1908 -March 3, 2003

Born in Glarus, Switzerland, 1908
Study of Law in Basel, Geneva , Zurich, and Berlin , Dr. iur.
Secretary of Basel Mediation Board, 1937-1957
Labor and Cultural Counselor at Embassy of Switzerland, 1957-1970
Chief of the Cultural Section of the Swiss Department of State, 1970-197 4
Active Retirement in Bern

Obituary
Family Origin and Education
The parents of Lukas Burckhardt were pastors in Glarus, and thus he
learned from example what love for people meant. Solidarity permeated his
life like a basic tune. His brother pursued a theological career, yet Lukas
chose to study law.
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Political Career and Professional Pursuits
For quite some time Lukas Burckhardt had taken on the task of
mediator between unions and employers in Basel. Fifty-five years ago he
joined the Socialist Party, and he also represented it for some time in
Basel's Large Council. For more than ten years he served as Social and
Cultural Counselor at the Embassy of Switzerland in Washington. In 1970
he was recalled by the Political Department and worked as Chief of its
Cultural Section in Bern until 1974. He and his wife liked the Langgasse so
much that a move was out of the question. This was a gain for the ward,
since both were active in social service institutions .
Cooperation in the Ward
Lukas Burckhardt joined the Socialist Party of the ward and thus, as he
himself wrote , became familiar with ward issues. In the Executive
Committee he could do his part so that the Party played a dominant role in
Bern .
His view oflife as service was also greatly appreciated in the LanggassAssocation. His efforts were acknowledged by the bestowing of a honorary
membership. I had a special line to Lukas during my time as editor of the
Liinggass-Blatt. When frustrated in my inquiries, I could get advice from
him . Repeatedly he would send us articles on contemporary issues. From his
many books he gave us some very useful ones for our editorial work. Less
than seldom, short notices were in our mailbox in which one could read
suggestions or compliments. In number 40 of the Liinggasse-Blatt he
presented himself in the column "People in the Ward." A quotation from it:
"Inspired by enterprising men and especially women of the ward, I have
actively participated in the meetings of a cultural group." During the last
years he was concerned with great zeal with the effects of the events of the
war in former Yugoslavia. He joined demonstrations when they were
devoted to create awareness of the great misery. In the same way the efforts
of Amnesty International were of much concern to him. It could also happen
that, when his words had become insufficient, he enforced them by crashing
a fist on the table.
Now Lukas Burckhardt has found his eternal rest. For us, there remains
the memory of a human being who believed in today's youth and the future.
Ernst Fehr
Liinggass-Blatt No. 160 (April 2003), p. 5.
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Retrospectives on My Life: What Remains?

Having already reached more than the midst of my ninth decade and at
the same time being still alert in mind, I cannot avoid facing critically the
meaning of my existence. Born into a family which on father's as well as
mother's side has been rooted in an urban tradition, I have not grown up
without models.
My father Abel and my mother Anna Burckhardt-Vischer were a couple
conscious of their pastoral duty and showed in their lives how one has to be
engaged as a pastor and a pastor's spouse between the classes in unflinching
conscientiousness on the side of the disadvantaged. My older brother Abel,
who was intellectually closest to my father, opened my eye for the world of
theology, which engaged them both, whereas I had rather difficulty with it.
In retrospect I explain this by the contradiction between ideal and reality
and by the hunger for a life which does justice to all aspects of human life.
Thus it is no pure accident, in my view, that my destiny pushed me into
activities in my professional life in which one had to concentrate totally on
the full spectrum of problems of others, and to contribute without bias to
their solution. That was the meaning of my work in the Basel Einigungsamt
(Office of Conciliation) as arbiter in collective struggles between unions
and employers and, later, in foreign policy as social and cultural attache in
a truly inclusive foreign policy.
In both domains I have experienced astonishingly much that has been
positive so that still today I have an unbroken faith in the improvement
possibilities of the human condition and that I am convinced that no effort
spent on it is in vain.
I am also happy that I am allowed to live in a parish which by its
commitment to an asylum policy right now promotes an understanding of
Christianity which in regard to politics is fully conscious of our Christian
and human responsibility. In this I see a force which advocates and spreads
that which I have learned from my parents in an exemplary manner and
conforms to today's world situation.
Lukas F. Burckhardt
June 1, 1994
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A Commentary on the Above

"En vieillissant on devient plus fou et plus sage-getting
old one
becomes more crazy and more wise"-thus:
in ironic seriousness and
serious irony he viewed himself, making use of an aphorism of the old
moralist Rochfoucault. The saying served him as a kind of title for a chat
about the obsequies for him, and it was to indicate the tone in which one
would talk about him on that occasion. What he would view as "fou", crazy
about himself, and what as "sage", wise, he did not say (directly). He
probably thought that that would be obvious. I ask myself whether for him
perhaps both are not one and the same: that which he wanted to unite with
"fou" and "sage". At any rate, this thought crossed my mind as I recently
read the short vita which Lukas has written nearly nine years ago with the
title "Retrospect on My Life: What Remains?"
[Schade/in then read the above given vita, and continued:]
Is that now "fou" or "sage"?: this "still today", that is in old age
"unbroken faith in the improvement possibilities of the human condition,"
and the conviction "that I am convinced that no effort spent on it is in
vain"? WolfBiermann's song comes to mind: "Wir miissen vor Hoffnung
verriickt sein-we must be crazy with hope." Lukas was actually something
like that, one crazed with hope, in the big and the small, who until the last
cleaned the sidewalk before his house entrance of cigarette stubs with his
foot because he believed, being genuinely wise, in the power of example.
One is tempted to call him an idealist. He does indeed talk of "the
contradiction between the ideal and the real". One thinks that he views
himself, given his difficulty with theology, on the side of the ideal. In a
second draft for a vita (of 1995) he wrote that for the coming generation
"after the collapse of scary political errors ... the world had become open to
all that is good ... , as we could not have imagined in our own youth even in
a dream." This seems to be idealism: the world open to all that is good.
Yet Lukas was, in case he was an idealist at all, a strange idealist,
namely a practical or, as it were, a materialist idealist. His belief in an
improvement of the world often took the form of concrete political or social
or cultural proposals, then when he was Secretary of the Basel
Einigungsamt (Office of Conciliation) or a diplomat in the USA. Intellectual
stimulation had to have practical use. Therefore he gave and donated;
therefore even at ninety he still took to the streets to demonstrate ....

Rev. Hans-Jakob Schade/in
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Lukas F. Burckhardt

With the passing of Lukas F. Burckhardt many ofus in the Washington
area recalled how much he gave of himself when he exposed us to the
culture of his homeland Switzerland.
My first encounter with him seemed rather prosaic at the time. Here I
had a job at the Library of Congress requiring promoting our Swiss holdings
by contributing a workman-like piece on "German Language Swiss
Helvetica" to its Quarterly Journal of Acquisitions, but not without
reflecting my appreciation of Swiss books. I caught Dr. Burckhardt's eagle
eye and he took me out to an exquisite lunch. I realized that I had met a
most charming host arousing my interest in his efforts as Cultural Attache
of the Embassy of Switzerland.-But, alas, when it came to paying the tab,
it turned out that he had forgotten to bring his wallet! So he sent me a check
with a note on his calling card, his favorite way of communicating, saying:
"Von dem Attache/ Ohne Portemanne"!
Here was the complete Burckhardt: The diligent official who would
take the trouble to seek out a middle-level federal employee; the cultivated
Basel patrician; the effective promoter; the down-to-earth human being.
Lukas F. Burckhardt was the best cultural attache I got to know (other
Swiss, Austrian, East and West German, and Dutch). He had come to
Washington as Labor Attache who had no official involvement with any of
the cultural fields. Perhaps that was his very strength that enabled him to
function so effectively once he filled the cultural post, being very much a
manager, yet also doing so with enthusiasm and a sense of humor.
Another of his assets was deeply rooted in the tradition of his country,
a culture known for its popular appeal and minimum of snobbery. It was this
background that enabled Lukas F. Burckhardt to develop a program at his
Embassy that was out of this world with its innovations, variety, quality,
liveliness, and scholarship. Who will forget the parading of the guard unit
from Fort Meyer pitted against the Basler Guggenmusik. He also revived
the Swiss American Historical Society which provided me with many happy
and fruitful contacts, especially during my years as SAHS Secretary.
We shall never forget him.
Arnold H. Price
Fall 2003
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A Tribute

It is well over 50 years ago that I first met Lukas . His life-size likeness
smiled at me, plastered on billboards throughout the streets of Basel. This
"ck/dt-Burckhardt " with a "V-Vischer " mother to boot (!)-son of two old,
traditional Basel families-ran for a seat on the City council as the
candidate of. .. (gasp!) the Social Democratic Party!
This intensely intelligent, independently thinking and charmingly
eccentric "social activist" consistently lived up to his deep conviction-in
all endeavors of his personal life and his remarkably diverse professional
career- that "we are here to improve the human condition."
One way to do this, Burckhardt advocated , was TO LEARN FROM
EACH OTHER .. ., the Swiss with THEIR culture and THEIR
understanding of democracy- from the Americans ... AND VICE VERSA!
Thus, he identified and reactivated the SAHS as one of the instruments to
serve this purpose . And that is why he supported our organization with such
zeal and devotion .
Philip R. Gelzer
November 2003

Note : The texts by Lukas F. Burckhardt , Rev. Hans-Jakob Schadelin, and Ernst
Fehr were kindly provided by Philip Gelzer who had received them from one of
Dr . Burckhardt's daughters. Leo Schelbert provided the English translations of the
texts by Ernst Fehr , Lukas F. Burckhardt, and Rev. Stahelin .
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Even More Palatine Families:
18th Century Immigrants
to the American Colonies and their
German, Swiss, and Austrian Origins
by
Henry Z Jones, Jr., FASG
and
Lewis Bunker Rohrbach, CG

D

rawing on a combined 80 years of experience, two of America's foremost
genealogists bring you major new finds on literally thousands of Germanspeaking immigrants who came to orth America between 1710 and the
Revolution. Both authors have won the prestigious Donald Lines Jacobus Award and
similar honors in the past. Their work here fully justifies their reputations, and the
fine reputations of the other professional contributors such as Brigitte Burkett,
Friedrich Wollmershiiuser, Klaus Petry, and Ulrich Pfister.
This massive 3-volume work contains 2,424 pages including an Every-Name
Index with 66,576 entries! It is an impressive sequel to Hank Jones' series of awardwinning works on the 1710 migration, including the 2-volume Palatine Families of
New York 1710 and More Palatine Families.
The contents are impressive and varied. An entire volume contains new discoveries 1717-1776by Hank Jones and others; almost an entire volume is devoted to the
first comprehensive study of the 1710 Swiss and German settlers of ew Bern, North
Carolina by Lew Rohrbach. Other items published here for the first time include the
entire Nova Scotia Passenger Lists 1750-1752 transcribed by Brigitte Burkett; the
famed Hunter Lists 1710-1713, transcribed by Marlene A. Groves, CG; 1704 tax lists
from areas in Germany which were home to many 1710ers; Swiss research by Ulrich
Pfister; and extensive new discoveries by Friedrich Wollmershauser, Klaus Petry,
and others. In addition, all surviving 1710 Rotterdam Departure Lists are published
here for the first time in verbatim and corrected form, as are all five of the 17091717 Return Party Lists. As almost dessert, lists of Salzburger and other refugees
who passed Schwabisch Hall 1750-1758 are included.

Order #1752sr. Even More Palatine Families.
2,424 py., 3 volumes, 2,000 families, photos,
maps, illustrations, 66,576 entry Every Name
lncfex.

$203.00
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n any good lexikon, you expect to find information on a multitude of locations, usually the villages , towns, cities, etc. of an area. The Geographisches Lexikon der
Schweiz, with typical Swiss precision, carries the basic concept one step further. It
contains a broad variety of information (topography, ornithography , geology, climate,
flora & fauna, culture , recent and ancient history, and much more) on all of
Switzerland's villages , towns, cities, Gemeinden (the basic Swiss unit, sometimes a
single village , sometimes a collection of several tiny communities) , Berzirke (= counties) and Kanton (= states) . In addition , it includes mountains, valleys, rivers and
streams , etc. and then it goes on to cover Switzerland's industries , professions , population, and others. The inclusion of a number of minutely detailed maps adds significantly to its usefulness .
Finding your ancestor's Gemeinde is absolutely the first step in Swiss genealogical
research, and for this purpose Geographisches Lexikon der Schweiz is an indispensable
tool which you will use again and again . Want to know how many cows, horses, pigs,
goats, sheep and beehives were in your ancestor's Gemeinde in 1876, 1886 and 1896?
This is the book for you!
The book, as the title Geographisches Lexikon der Schweiz indicates, is entirely in
German. Using it requires a German/English dictionary but not a great deal of familiarity with the German language. The bulk of genealogists interested in Switzerland,
and we hope that this includes you, will find this reference one of those "wish I had
known that a long time ago" sources .
Totally unavailable in print for the past three-quarters of a century, this important
research tool, originally printed in six large bound volumes, is now available from
Picton Press on seven CD-Roms . This professional research tool will take you leagues
forward in your research . Now available in economical and space-saving CD-Rom format, this is a set which you will refer to again and again.

I

Vol. I
Vol. 2
Vol. 3
Vol. 4

- Aa - Emmengruppe
- Enunenholz - Kraialppass
- Krailigen - Plentsch
- Plessur - Schweiz

#1988A
#1988B
#1988C
#1988D

Vol. 5 • Schweiz - Tavetsch
Vol. 6 . Tavetsch - Zybachsplatte
Supplement (originally in Vol. 6)
Entire set - all 7 CDs

#1988E
#1988F
#1988G
#1988

These CDs may be purchased as an entire set or individually . The entire set retails for
$103.50 postpaid and individual CDs retail for $23.50 postpaid . Order using the item
numbers given above.
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9JtenofQ,ern:
The 1798 Biirgerverzeichnisse

of

Canton Bern, Switzerland
Edited by Lewis Bunker Rohrbach,

CG

When the French Revolution and Napoleon reached Switzerland
in 1798, all men in each canton in Switzerland aged 20 to 70 were
required to sign an Oath of Allegiance to the new Constitution. The
resulting lists of all Swiss men usually include, as a minimum, the
men's ages, occupations, place of hereditary heimat, and place of
physical residence. As such, the Biirgerverzeichnisse supplies a
complete census of adult males aged 20-70, two full generations
before the first census of 1855 (which, even then, does not name
individuals)!
By arrangement with Staatsarchiv des Kantons Bern, Picton
Press has transcribed and translated all 17 original volumes containing data on all 60,000 Bernese men aged 20-70 alive in 1798.
None of them has been filmed or published before! As with all lists
compiled by many different officials, the exact data varies from
heimat to heimat. In many Bernese heimats, these 1798 lists
include additional information such as: exact date of birth or baptism; relationship to other men of the same Geschlect (surname
clan); comments such as "sick" or "left the area for France three
years ago", etc.
All in all these are wonderful, fascinating, and important lists.
They serve as a substitute for non-existent censuses as well as a
superb research tool. Subsequent volumes will cover the balance of
the
Swiss cantons,
to the
extent
that
their
1798
Biirgerverzeichnisse lists still survive.
To see a complete list of surnames contained in this set, please
visit our web site at <Www.pictonpreb~~~~l 780sr Men of Bern Vol. 1,
576pp; Vol. 2, 576pp;Vol. 3, 608pp
(1,704 total); 60,137 entry Every Name
Index.

$257 ■ 95

https://scholarsarchive.byu.edu/sahs_review/vol40/iss1/7

postpaid
for 3-volume set
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